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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace 

through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the 

Spirit’s loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.         

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.  

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions, 

sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all 

are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 
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GATHERING 
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our lips to declare 

that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate that 

glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and 

wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip 

through our midst unnoticed. 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 

life. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #705 
“God of Grace and God of Glory” 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 

love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

READING JEREMIAH 1:4-10 

God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to preach 

God’s word amid the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to 

make God known not only to Judah, but also to the nations. 

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

 

 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

 and before you were born I consecrated you; 

 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But 

the Lord said to me, 

 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 

 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

 8 Do not be afraid of them, 

 for I am with you to deliver you, 

 says the Lord.” 
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

 to pluck up and to pull down, 

 to destroy and to overthrow, 

 to build and to plant.” 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourth Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL  LUKE 4:21-30 

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. 

Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes 

beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as 

outsiders. 

21 Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 

words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, 

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do 

here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24 And 

he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth 

is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 

three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah was 

sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many 

lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except 

Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 

rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which 

their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the 

midst of them and went on his way. 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

SERMON  PASTOR JAY SERAFIN 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 
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AGAPE MEAL 
Members of the gathering are invited to proceed to the banquet table and select food and drink to 

bring back to their place. Once all have returned to their places, the presider will continue. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 

God’s love endures forever. 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #303 
“Brightest and Best of the Stars” 
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APOSTLES CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. 

Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which 

we respond And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but 

would rather just share a sign of peace. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need. To give online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to 

the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, 

and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The great thanksgiving continues. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

 

Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. 

Distribution will take place at your table as you remain seated. The communion will be brought to 

you by the pastor and assisting minister. Receive the bread and consume it. Leave your empty 

glass on the table and it will be collected following worship.  

HYMN DURING COMMUNION  ELW #663 
“Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” 

 
 

After all have returned to their places, all rise in body or in spirit. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen. 



 

12 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of 

food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good 

news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we 

pray, 

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #314 
“Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

 
 

BLESSING 
The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

********* 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader/Preacher Pastor Jay Serafin  Pastor Jay Serafin 

Lay Assisting Minister  Doug Dalager  Irene Albert 

Lector   Linda Hodges  David Leunig  

Acolyte   Chase Ambrose  Ray Scholz 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez  

Altar Care  The Alberts Jamie Serafin  

Communion Bread  The Alberts The Lowes 

Greeter/Usher  Heinz Albert  Cynthia Lowe 

Technology   Chris Hawkins   Jason Lowe 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team   Albert/Runk Gomez/Grimes 

Tellers    Betsy Liljeberg/Ben Grimes   Barbara Runk/Chris Hawkins 

Fellowship Set Up   Ray Scholz Jennie Hawkins  

Fellowship Food  Agape Meal Scholzs 

Fellowship Clean Up   The Alberts Janet Gomez 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8[9-13] 
Isaiah says, Here am I; send me 

Psalm 138 

I will bow down toward your holy temple 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

I am the least of the apostles 

Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 

Jesus calls the disciples to fish for people
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – TODAY!! 

Please make plans to stay after our worship service today for our annual 

congregational meeting.  

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS 

- Please keep Pastor Jay, Jamie, Pastor Jay’s father, Joseph, and their family, in 

your prayers – Pastor Jay’s mother, Margaret, died on January 22nd. A 

memorial service was held in Pennsylvania on Saturday, January 25th.  

- Please keep Betty Hauch in your prayers – she fell and broke her ankle. 

 

LUTHER’S LEGACY FOR LAITY 

Luther’s Legacy for Laity will resume this Wednesday, February 5th. Future topics 

will include How Active is God in the World, Wisdom to Serve the Neighbor, Luther’s 

Incarnational Understanding, Christianity and Other Religions, Christians and Jews 

with Darrell Jodock and Luther on Sin and Ethics Part 1 and 2 with Kathleen 

Kleinhans. Come learn with us!! We have a sandwich at 6:00 PM and the study starts 

at 6:30 PM.    

HOLY COMMUNION RECORD 

It’s that time of the year again - please take a minute and fill out a Holy Commuion 

card and put it in the offering plate – they are in the pew rack. You only need to fill 

one out a year – this will help with the statistics needed for the parochial report that 

has to be completed once a year – thank you from the Worship Ministry Team!!  

  

MID-WINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT 

You are invited to attend the virtual Mid-Winter Power In The Spirit—it starts 

tomorrow through Wednesday from 5:30 PM—7:30 PM. More information on this 

digital learning opportunity is available at: https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/

         

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FB6oqfN9XaFlhTraqwcTZ2nqyFRCTPZeNxTuzGpDbZBhRj8IOuKEgy3uryGla93W5ydBwormTJq7nMKE9LAQuNnsDhRPp3r5ak7eFhnhnEjrv2dQBQWC8a1Ywfo5vklAnwWAC1GiAUFL-YCHBpj9qwNA_3CEWOBLZy2xmctAt78=&c=1WukE1CeajnjvyEOuxUUS6HSJIz6FffBoJkark3gHLikSfaErTurdQ==&ch=mnQHToTRQPtF3oetDJAg34foxQfPvb9RRo5iKh4MJzLfwzeb7yXTVw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FB6oqfN9XaFlhTraqwcTZ2nqyFRCTPZeNxTuzGpDbZBhRj8IOuKEgy3uryGla93W5ydBwormTJq7nMKE9LAQuNnsDhRPp3r5ak7eFhnhnEjrv2dQBQWC8a1Ywfo5vklAnwWAC1GiAUFL-YCHBpj9qwNA_3CEWOBLZy2xmctAt78=&c=1WukE1CeajnjvyEOuxUUS6HSJIz6FffBoJkark3gHLikSfaErTurdQ==&ch=mnQHToTRQPtF3oetDJAg34foxQfPvb9RRo5iKh4MJzLfwzeb7yXTVw==
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Betty Hauch, Ellen Kendzierski, Ellen 

Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, 

Lena Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Patricia Armentor, Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, 

Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally 

Burkholder, Amy Carter, the Clements family, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben 

Davis (friend of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Colton Elliot 

(Michael Schlemmer’s cousin), Emily, Laura Fleige (Janet Gomez’s sister), Teresa 

Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother),  Suzanne Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita 

Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins’ family), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin 

Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), Chaneice Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Sherry 

Helpap, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Adam Hewko (nephew of the Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of 

Ray Scholz), Spencer Hodges, Wendy Isernia (Heinz and Irene’s daughter), Suzanne Kinkade 

(friend of Ellen Quirk), the Little Family, Marion Lucier, Manuel, Lotte Mathias, Wayne 

Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Michael, Sylvia Midgette (grandmother of Krystle 

McMahan), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger’s mother), Chastity 

Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & 

his brother, Monique Raposa, Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Carol Schlemmer, James 

Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), Michael Scholz (nephew of Ray Scholz), Scott, Erin 

Seamonson (Lara Jaeger), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s father), Kathy Shackleford, Elana 

Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Susie, Dave Wagner (husband of Nancy), 

Cathy Walker (friend of Linda Hodges), Wayne McCormick,  Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), 

Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina Britt), Elizabeth & Steven White, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright 

(Judy Wright’s husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & Ben 

Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 

Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have 

for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add 

a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 



 

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright © 

2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-

717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 

FEBRUARY 2, 2025 – FEBRUARY 9, 2025 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service                                 

11:00 AM Congregational Meeting                     

11:00 AM Sunday School 

MONDAY                     MID-WINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT (MONDAY-WEDNESDAY)                      

10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Pastor Jay in the office                 

7:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY 7:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

WEDNESDAY 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM Pastor Jay in the office                       

6:00 PM Luther’s Legacy for Laity 

FRIDAY  Girls Scouts 

SATURDAY 6:30 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service/Meeting 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO … 

Keira Anby – February 2nd | Jade Hawkins – February 7th  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO … 

Nancy and Dave Wagner – February 7th  

QUESTIONS FOR TODAY. . . 

(1) How are we the body of Christ in this place? 

(2) As an individual member, what do I bring to the body of Christ? 

(3) Being the body of Christ, where can we take our congregation’s ministry 

moving forward? 


