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Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God's grace
through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel.
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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the
Spirit's loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with
your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It
is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner
of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians (3:28):
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ,
and created in God's image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into
the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing
diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities, sexual orientations,
and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking
down dividing walls and building a community where all are beloved.

FOR PASTORAL CARE

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay's schedule is noted in the calendar on
the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com
(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles
answering machine 804-693-9098.

PRAYGROUND

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families
and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things:
1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the
pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome!

NAME TAGS

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship
today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews.




GATHERING

On Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today
we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus
Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds,
Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have
indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us
adore!

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’'s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn
to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at
your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we
turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and
loved into abundant life.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW #645

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”
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1 Christ i1s made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
3 Here be-stow on all  your ser - vants  what they seek from
4 Praise and hon - or to the Fa - ther, praise and hon - or
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cor - ner - stone, cho - sen of the Lord and pre - cious,
hosts, and stay; come with all your lov - ing-kind - ness,
you to gain; what they gain  from you, for-ev - er
to the Son, praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
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bind - ing all the church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
hear your peo - ple as they  pray; and your full - est
with the bless - ed to re - tain; and here - af - ter
ev - er three and ev - er one: one in might and
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help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in your glo - rty ev - er-more with you to reign.
one in glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be
2 Glo-ry be
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Ho-1ly One

to
to
we

Christ for - ev - er,
now ac-claim you; Lord
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God

in heav-en; peace, good-will
Lamb of God and Lord of love.
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a - lone, to

all

the earth.

you we call;
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Might-y God of all of
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One to all:

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther sur - pass - ing worth:

in faith we name you, God most high, yet near
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.
Fa - ther’s splen - dor bright.
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on the cross you died to save us;
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

now you reign at
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in

I
I
=
14

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
For

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people,

that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Sit
FIRST READING JEREMIAH 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a
shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to
gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David's line to save Israel and Judah

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.
2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have
not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then |
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and
I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 41 will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

>The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. ¢In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And
this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Response after the First Reading
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsSALM PsAaLm 23

"The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
2The Lorp makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no evil;



for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
>You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lorp forever. R

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 2:11-22

The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen
people. Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose
cornerstone is Jesus Christ.

"Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands—'2remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. '3 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. ' For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.
15>He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, '® and might reconcile
both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility
through it. "7 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near; 'for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. °So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, ?° built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. ?' In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Response after the Second Reading
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Please rise in body or in spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

The gospel is announced.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 1st Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL JOHN 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. °There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. #He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ""He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. "?But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
Swho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
"“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Sit
SERMON PASTOR JAY SERAFIN
Silence is kept after the reflection.

Please rise in body or in spirit.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #611

“l Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
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1 I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, 1 free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea -1y one, lay down your head up - on  my breast.”
the liv -ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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came to Je -sus as I was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
came to Je - sus, and 1 drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now [ live in him.
and in that light of life 'l walk till trav-"ling days are done.
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Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

10



I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right
hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our
voices in prayer.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves
and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which
we respond And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Sit
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give

online:
+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions
“I" From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW #184
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please rise in body or in spirit
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called

us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us
in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface.

... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na in  the high - est

The thanksgiving continues.
... With every breath.

We praise you, O God.
The great thanksgiving continues.
... into the future.

We bless you, O God.

The great thanksgiving continues.
... with us now.

. ho - san - na In

the
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high - est.

We thank you, O God.

The great thanksgiving continues.
... we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The great thanksgiving concludes.

... in your church without end.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

Sit
COMMUNION

All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and
wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away.

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For
those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by
the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine.
Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

15



HYMN DURING COMMUNION

ELW #719

“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”
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1 Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The «cup of wa - ter givin for you still holds the
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cries  of race and clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh-olds  dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness  of your grace; yet long these mul - 6 -
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self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.

5 O Master, from the mountainside

make haste to heal these hearts of pain;

among these restless throngs abide;
oh, tread the city’s streets again;

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-1935, alt.
Music: WaLtoN, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

6 Till all the world shall learn your love,

and follow where your feet have trod;

till glorious from your heav’'n above

shall come the city of our God.

After all have returned to their places, all rise in body or in spirit.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we

could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the
world with your own life. In your name we pray.

Amen.
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BLESSING

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, -+ be upon
you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW #267

“Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 1y heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
Joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*kkkkhkikk

WORSHIP LEADERS
Serving Today Serving Next Week
Pastor Jay Serafin Pastor Jay Serafin
Linda Hodges

Worship Leader/Preacher
Lay Assisting Minister

Ingrid Peterson

Lector Irene Albert . Judy Wright
Acolyte Reaganjay .. o Chase Ambrose
Accompanist JanetGomez ... Janet Gomez (recorded)
Altar Care JanetGomez Jamie Serafin
CommunionBread . JanetGomez .. Donna Ambrose
Greeter/Usher . Heinz Albert Cynthia Lowe
Technology . . Chris Hawkins o Jason Lowe

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK

Serving This Week Serving Next Week
CleaningTeam .. ... Liliebergs . Ambrose/Scholz
Tellers Linda Hodges/Don Garfield ____ Betsy Liljeberg/Barbara Runk
FellowshipSetUp . . ... NONe Jennie Hawkins
FellowshipFood . . ... ... ... . None . ... .. Barbara Runk/Donna Ambrose
FellowshipCleanUp . . . ... None . . . ... Donna Ambrose/Alberts

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44 Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
Elisha feeding a Prayer for wisdom, strength
hundred people and Christ’s indwelling

Psalm 145 Gospel: John 6:1-21

You open wide your hand and satisfy Christ feeding the

the desire of every living thing five thousand
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THOUGHTS FOR TODAY
AT REST AMONG STRANGERS

The world can be a dangerous place, and we all long for someone, some leader,
who will watch over us and protect us from all harm. The prophet Jeremiah issues
strong cautions to those who abuse the trust placed in them to care for God's
people, and the psalmist sings the praises of the Lord who guards and guides us
through life's trials.

But the letter to the Ephesians suggests that lasting safety comes through the
healing and reconciling work of Christ, which allows us to share a meal with those
we are inclined to regard as enemies, because Christ has “broken down the dividing
wall, that is, the hostility between us.” So, in Christ, aliens become citizens and
strangers become members of the household of God.

Living into this reality requires all of us to be diligent in our practices with and
policies toward all kinds of “strangers and aliens” in our world and in our lives. It
means making peace with those whose politics make them strange to us, and
creating genuine welcome for the newcomer in our classrooms, workplaces and
congregations. It means considering the needs of immigrants and refugees through
the lens of Christian faith as well as national identity, and not assuming the two are
the same.

The reassuring news this day is that God, unlike so many who hold power in this
world, is already reconciling the world to God's own self and us to one another. We
enact this new reality each time we pass the peace or come to the Lord's supper,
not because we have finally achieved the peace we seek, but because in Christ God's
future reign of peace has already broken into our present.

APOSTLES LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Today we gather on the original and ancestral homelands of the Pamunkey,
Mattaponi, Chickahominy, Rappahannock, and Nansemond peoples and we give
thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize
and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their
home.
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CHRISTMAS IN JuLY!!

Please join us after worship this morning at noon for Christmas in July! We are
opening our fellowship hall to all who wish to join us as we remember the
incarnation and the gift of God coming to us in Jesus. The celebration includes a
picnic lunch (hot dogs, potato salad, etc.) along with Christmas cookies and a visit
from Santa. Children will be welcome to greet Santa and have a picture taken, and
we will give gifts to children who participate. This is meant as a fun day of
celebration and community outreach, a chance to remember our Lord’s coming to
us, and a day to connect with others while having fun and fellowship. Please feel
free to join us for the festivities.

WORLD HUNGER SUNDAY - TODAY!

More than 820 million people - that's about 11 percent of people in our world today
- are hungry. As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church
that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. Working with and through our
congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands Lutheran
churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned
to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to
animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger
make it possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get
at the root causes of hunger and poverty. Thank you for your offering!!

MAY TREASURER'S REPORT

For the May Treasurer’s report, miscellaneous expenses were up, and monthly
giving was down. We are still close for Year to Date giving thanks to Advent, Lent
and regular monthly offerings.

May 2024
Planned Income 5 9102
Actual Income 5 §357
Delta S [2.145)
Year to Date
Planned Income 5 45510
Actual Income 5 44 160
Delta 5 (1,350)
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https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Get-Involved/Domestic-Hunger-Grants

NEew STUDY - “LUTHERAN LEGACY FOR LAITY"

The Caring Community Ministry Team is pleased to announce a study that will be
held on Wednesdays - it is being led by Pastor Jay - we will have a sandwich at 6:00
PM and the study will start at 6:30 PM. The next study will be Wednesday, August
7' - please join us!

COMMEMORATIONS

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We understand this
body to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness of men and women across
time and space. Throughout its history, the church has sought to lift up Christians
who have been unique, exemplary people of faith. These are called
commemorations. It is not that these people are perfect, as we are all both saint
and sinner. Yet their lives point to how God's “extraordinary grace (works) in
ordinary people.” Our faith in God working in them can be a reminder of God's
grace working in all of our lives. “The saints are to be remembered so that we may
strengthen our faith when we see how they experienced grace and how they were
helped by faith.” On July 22", we remember Mary Magdalene, Apostle. Sometimes
called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter with the
risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his
ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. On July 23", we
remember Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, who died in1373. Birgitta
married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she
gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns
led by a woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. On July
25", we remember James, Apostle. James and his brother John were the sons of
Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from Jesus. He was the first of the
twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one recorded in scripture
(Acts 12:1-2).
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A REAL LIFE STORY

The letter to the Ephesians testifies to how God “has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us” (2:14). For more than ten years, Christians have
gathered at the US-Mexico dividing wall between San Diego and Tijuana to share
holy communion in “sacramental solidarity” across the border. Worshipers receive
the eucharist on both sides of the steel and concrete barrier, then pass the peace
of Christ to each other by touching pinky fingers through tiny holes in the wall. The
unity experienced in the ritual is symbolic, and also leads to deep relationships and
advocacy for migrants, deportees, and all who are harmed by unjust border and
immigration policies. How can our worship rituals both be symbolic and result in
concrete action? How can we carry the gifts of the church into the world to
reconcile people across division and proclaim peace to those far off and near?

QUILTERS

Lutheran World Relief quilters may be some of the best people to teach us the
power of bringing together remnants and making them multiply, as Jeremiah
writes; God says, “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of the lands. .. ."
How many times have you seen pictures LWR posts online of mission quilts that are
lovingly pieced together from scraps? The amount of time and care that goes into
each quilt by taking discarded remnants of fabric and stitching them together
echoes the care that God has in bringing the remnant into the promised land to be
fruitful and multiply. And multiply those quilts do! In 2023, 194,983 quilts were
distributed around the world, made up of remnants brought together to multiply
into warmth, shelter, storage, and care for those in need.
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https://christiancentury.org/article/features/congregation-spans-us-mexico-border
https://christiancentury.org/article/features/congregation-spans-us-mexico-border
https://lwr.org/quilts/resources

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Eddie Freeman, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer,
Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Lena Woodlief

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Patricia Armentor, Paul Bauer, Darlene Bayline, Karen Bell (Pam Moore's sister), Bob and
Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, David Brown, Sally Burkholder, Amy
Carter, the Clements family, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna
Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Mary Divelbiss, Colton Elliot (Michael Schlemmer’s
cousin), Emily, the family of Sara Falk, Laura Fleige (Janet GomeZ's sister), Teresa
Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson's mother), Suzanne Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita
Sturdy's grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins' family), Shirley Grimes (Ben Grimes'
mother), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins' father), Chaneice
Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Adam Hewko (nephew of the
Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), the
Little Family, Marion Lucier, Manuel, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews, Michael, Sylvia
Midgette (grandmother of Krystle M°Mahan), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Michael
Oesterling, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger's mother), Brad Person (Lilly Frost's uncle), Dick
Peterson & his brother, Monique Raposa, Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Carol
Schlemmer, James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), Michael Scholz (nephew of Ray Scholz),
Scott, Erin Seamonson (LaraJaeger), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay's father), Kathy Shackleford,
Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Susie, Dave Wagner (husband of Nancy), Cathy
Walker (friend of Linda Hodges), Chuck Webb (Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina
Britt), Elizabeth & Steven White, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright's husband), Logan
and Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & Ben Grimes), Derek Zwiers
(friend of CK Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA
Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela

PRAYER REQUESTS
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests
you have for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the
offering plate to add a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the
newsletter. Please print legibly!
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THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
JuLy 21, 2024 - JuLy 28, 2024

TobAYy 10:00 AM Worship - World Hunger
12:00 AM Christmas in July
MoONDAY 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office
7:00 PM Worship Ministry Team
7:00 PM AA
TUESDAY 7:00 PM Al-Anon/AA
WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office
FRIDAY Girls Scouts
SATURDAY 6:00 PM Young and Sober
SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ...

Nate Peterson - July 22" | Brian Badger - July 24™

HAPPY BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAY TO ...
Willow Crocker - July 23™

FLOWERS THIS MORNING ARE GIVEN BY ...
Pete and Betsy Liljeberg to the glory of God

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright ©
2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-
717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



